
Explore For Clubs

Inducting New Members

Use this introduction to welcome your new recruits!

Welcoming new members should be fun and inspirational! New members should be introduced 
at the beginning of their first meeting.

This introduction can be as simple as preparing a brief but meaningful welcome message and 
presenting the new member with a member pin and name badge. (Pins and badges are available 
for sale in the Soroptimist Store.)

Following is sample language clubs can adapt and customize:

The members of Soroptimist International of [club name] are honored to have you join us. It is 
our privilege to welcome you to a worldwide organization of members who are committed to 
improving the lives of women and girls through programs leading to social and economic 
empowerment.

Our name Soroptimist is a coined Latin word meaning “best for women,” and that’s what our 
club strives to achieve. Soroptimists are women at their best working to help other women to be 
their best. We believe in dreams and the collective power of working together to achieve them.

https://www.soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/for-clubs/member-recruitment-tools/inducting-new-members.html#explore
https://members.soroptimist.org/SIA/mp/pins.aspx


Soroptimist membership celebrates the unique power of women. It’s a gift that women give to 
themselves: the chance to help others in an atmosphere of support, friendship and fun. We look 
forward to helping you explore the gift of membership as you participate in club projects and 
activities that advance our mission.

As a token of your new membership, we present to you this Soroptimist pin. The pin represents 
your commitment to our mission and to empowering women and girls to live their dreams by 
giving them the resources to create positive change for themselves, their families, their 
communities and the world.

 

More tips to make new members feel welcome:

• In addition to a pin and name badge, give new members a “goodies” bag at their first 
meeting.

• Hold a dinner at which new members are the guests of honor and the focus is getting to 
know each other – not club business.

• Provide an orientation! Doing so can inspire new members to become active, long-term 
members. They provide the opportunity for members to become acclimated and ensure a 
smooth transition into the club’s culture. Additionally, and orientation gives a new 
member a better picture of your club and how they can fit in and find value in their 
membership.

• Include a profile and photo of each new member in the club newsletter.
• Do an icebreaker at the beginning of any meeting attended by new members that 

introduces them in a fun and memorable way while encouraging current members to 
break out of cliques. This may seem like overkill to current members, but the more that 
club members know each other, the better the chance they will be comfortable being 
honest with and supportive of each other.

• If there is a large group of new members joining the club, consider doing a speed 
networking event, during which members sit with each other for five minutes to exchange 
information about themselves. The structure of speed networking provides a more 
comfortable environment for introverted members and also allows members to keep 
moving so they’re not stuck in one place – with one person – for too long.

• Designate a current member or members to greet attendees at the door and to direct new 
members to the appropriate area so they immediately feel included and are not wandering 
aimlessly.

• Use seating arrangements that encourage current members to sit next to new members.
• Make sure new members know their member ID number so they can access the secure 

areas of the members website. If they have not already received it via email, the number 
can be obtained from the club roster on the members website or by contacting member 
services at headquarters at siahq@soroptimist.org.

• Send a press release to local media about new members.
 

mailto:siahq@soroptimist.org


The most important thing to remember when welcoming new members is to be creative! How a 
member is welcomed is entirely at the club’s discretion. Whether it is a formal dinner or a 
humorous icebreaker, make the welcome unique to your club and memorable for both new and 
current members.


