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SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THE AMERICAS
NORTH ATLANTIC REGION
92nd Annual Spring Conference
Districts 1 & 2
June 23, 2020
6:30 to 9:15 p.m. Via ZOOM

Log in to ZOOM and Greetings
NAR Board members, invited guests and attendees from District 1 & 2 clubs began to log in to
ZOOM starting at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 23, 2020. Due to COVID-19, many had not been
able to see each other for some time and greetings were shared with each other. A total of 53
members and special guests logged in.
At 6:50 pm, District II Director Phyllis started the “Toot your own horn” video and allowed it to
play through twice. Participants were: SI Centre County, SI Central Jersey Coast, SI
Cumberland, SI Doylestown, SI Fayette, SI 5 Points Magneta, SI Hackettstown, SI Harrisburg,
SI Indian Rock, SI Rancocas Valley, SI Staten Island, SI Manhattan and SI Schenectady, SI
SUN.
Welcome
At 7:01 p.m. Governor Peggy called this meeting to order and welcomed all to the 1st ever
Virtual Conference of the 92nd Annual NAR Conference. She said this will forever be known as
the first, and hopefully only virtual conference. She said she can only imagine what movies and
novels will come out about the last five months and how we and society has reacted to COVID19. She said she knows that we have all felt the loss of a loved one or a friend, and the sadness of
seeing most of our towns being shut down and the isolation of being quarantined. We have had
so many disappointments with the cancelling of club events, meetings, and of course our Spring
Conference. She said as always, we have worked extremely hard to rise above the
inconveniences and to do what we do best - serve the community and our members. She
indicated how so proud she is of how many clubs continued to help in their communities and
have continued to keep communication with our members through virtual meetings. She
appreciates everyone who has joined in on this evening’s virtual conference and that it was nice
to see so many familiar faces. Governor Peggy then introduced Governor-Elect Diane to begin
this evening by leading attendees into saying the Pledge of Allegiance.
Correspondence and Minutes from 2019
Region Secretary Alice will be joining us later. In her place, District IV Secretary Marianne read
the Letters of Greetings from SIA President Tina Wei-Kang Pan, SIA Executive Director
Elizabeth M Lucas and Federation Visitor Pat McCay.
Governor Peggy stated that an email was sent out to the Presidents and Delegates for review.
After a minor correction, the Minutes from 2019 were approved.
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Nominations
In the absence of District II Secretary Stephanie, who also chairs the Nominations Committee,
Governor Peggy gave the report. Nominations worked via email to call for nominations from the
floor and developed the e-balloting process in conjunction with the Credentials Committee.
District Secretary II Stephanie wanted to thank all the delegates for their prompt e-ballot returns.
This was the Board’s first attempt at doing voting through e-mail, and we were all pleased. As a
result of the balloting, later this evening the 2020-2022 NAR board will be installed.
Treasurer report
NAR Treasurer Karen presented and explained the 2020-2021, one-year budget. It was approved
via an email vote with 59 yea and 2 nay. She also indicated that the NAR dues are due by August
31, 2020 – an extension has been given due to COVID-19. She indicated that several clubs had
asked if SIA was also extending the dues deadline and Treas. Karen stated that there was no
information available on that. She also stated that the Finance Committee will be auditing this
year’s books.
Transitional Bylaws
Governor Peggy continued with an update on the merger with the Northeastern Region,
“I cannot thank you enough for all the support you have given me through the transition
of merging the Northeastern Region with the North Atlantic Region. There were times I
felt as though I was climbing a mountain, and other times I felt I was on the craziest
rollercoaster ever invented. By voting in favor of the transitional bylaws, SIA
Headquarters can now complete the final steps of our merger. I feel these transitional
bylaws are a strong foundation for the next board to build upon. I thank the
Northeastern Region for their patience, co-operation, and support as we put the pieces
of the merger together. I graciously thank the members of the Northeastern Region for
accepting and approving to become a part of the North Atlantic Region, as our new
District, District 5. They increase our Region by ten clubs, with experienced members,
knowledgeable members, and very dedicated members. We welcome and look forward
to making new friends with our new North Atlantic Region District 5. The North Atlantic
Region will continue as a very productive and healthy region.”
Break from 7:22 to 7:27 pm.
Gov Peggy reconvened at 7:27
Club Anniversaries
Region Treasurer Karen announced the Club Anniversaries for Districts 1 & 2. Each club will
receive a certificate and a check in the mail.
District I
SI Hackettstown – 45 years
SI Passaic Valley – 40 years
SI Saratoga County – 40 years
SI Staten Island – 65 years
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District II
SI Central Jersey Coast – 60 years
SI Toms River – 70 years
Membership
Membership Chair Lenore Scurry had dialog of what it is Soroptimists do, how they improve the
lives of women and girls with the thousands of skilled members in the organization. She
discussed engaging the new and longstanding members to grow through the organization’s
mission. She said to consider a mentoring program. She thanked the members as the SIA
continues to increase collective impact and also thanked all for their hard work this year. Lenore
stated that the SIA website is a fantastic way to get the tools for membership capacity. She asked
that we all keep up the great work through the final weeks of the Membership Campaign. Lenore
said there are 5 goals: Programs, Membership, Public Awareness, Fund Raising and Mature &
Mobilize Support of the big goal in 2021-2031. As of August 30, 2019, SIA had 1,269 clubs,
29,177 members.
New club charter
With great pride, District I Director Martha introduced a new club – SI Metro NY as of
04/03/2020. Martha thanked Vanessa Treers and her team. Vanessa thanked everyone for their
hard work and support in getting this new club chartered. Martha stated that there are 12
members and it will be a club via all internet. District I Director Martha said they worked with SI
Staten Island and it’s President Janet McFarland and club members Carol Lundgren and Jayne
Cooper and Carol Lundgren. We are excited to welcome them to the NAR.
Social Media Awards
Governor Peggy provided the update on Social Media Awards.
Our media awards did not produce a lot of submissions this year. I suppose that some
clubs did not think that they would be mentioned during a virtual conference, even
though there were several notices that stated awards would still be presented. Social
media has become so much more important at this time because clubs are not meeting
and there should be special attention to keep the name of your club in the public eye.
There were only 3 submissions this year and they are:
SI Indian Rock
SI Central Jersey Coast
SI Doylestown Area
This years’ Social Media Award will be announced on Saturday at the President’s Cocktail
Party.
Soroptimists Celebrating Success Awards
District III Director Patti announced that there were nine (9) submissions for the Soroptimists
Celebrating Success Awards. They are:
SI Staten Island
SI Cumberland County
SI Five Points Magneta
SI Saratoga County
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SI Wheeling
SI Manhattan
SI Long Beach Island
SI Butler County
SI Central Jersey Coast. The winners will be announced Saturday at the President’s Cocktail
Party.
Newsletters
Governor Peggy commended all clubs that take a little extra step to keep their members
informed. She reminded us that the newsletter is a great PR tool to have on hand when you do
community information tables. And, new members also get to see a condensed overview of one
month’s activities. Please continue to work on these amazing communication tools. With that
said, I will now announce each club that submitted entries. The certificates will be
mailed to the club presidents. Submitted newsletters for Conference 2020….
SI Butler County
SI Central Jersey Coast
SI Centre County
SI Harrisburg
SI Indian Rock
SI Rancocas Valley
SI Snyder, Union & Northumberland Counties, Inc.
SI Staten Island
This years’ Governor’s Newsletter choice will be announced on Saturday at the
President’s Cocktail Party.

Peace Begins at Home Grants
Governor Elect Diane announced that the NAR Board received 12 applications this year for the
Peace Begins at Home Grants and we are thankful for each of the clubs who took the time and
effort to complete the application and apply for this award.
While it is impossible to give each of the applicants an award, it was not an easy decision as so
many of the projects seemed very worthy.
After reviewing and scrutinizing each of the applications the NAR Board made the decision to
award financial assistance to the following clubs and their projects:
1. SI/Staten Island, for their project entitled “Amethyst House” we are awarding your club
$600.00. This is a 6-9-month program for one-on-one with a case manager, in house selfhelp groups, medical and dental referrals, recreation and creative arts, parenting classes,
on-site visitations with children and assistance in securing housing when they leave.
2. S SI/Pottstown, for their project entitled “Billboards Against Domestic Violence” we are
awarding your club $2,500.00. SI/Pottstown will work in collaboration with
SI/Phoenixville to place 15 billboards throughout their area.
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3. SI/Saratoga County, for their project entitled “Project Hope and Power” we are awarding
your club $ 2,685.00. This is an 8-week financial literacy program offered three (3) times
a year in collaboration with their county’s Domestic Violence Agency, to help women
increase their financial knowledge and economic self-sufficiency, thereby reducing
financial dependence that can keep them trapped in an abusive relationship.
4. SI/Adirondacks, for their project entitled “Victory’s Closet” we are awarding your club
$2,000.00. Victory’s Closet is operated by club volunteers and services the clients of the
Domestic Violence Project. The club funds items for Victory’s Closet that are not or
cannot be donated such as undergarments, toiletries, bed bug resistant mattresses and car
seats.
Again, please know that selecting the winners was not an easy choice and that all applications
were appreciated. We encourage those clubs who were not selected this round, as well as all
clubs, to submit applications in the future and we look forward to reading and hearing about all
the wonderful projects you are doing to support women of Domestic Violence.
During the Five-minute break District II Director Phyllis shared the Toot Your Own Horn
presentation with screens from the following clubs:
SI Central Jersey Coast
SI Cumberland County
SI Hackettstown
SI Manhattan
SI Rancocas Valley
SI Schenectady
SI Staten Island
SI Centre County
SI Doylestown
SI Fayette County
SI Five Points Magenta
SI Harrisburg
SI Indian Rock
SI SUN
Live Your Dream Awards
LYD Chair Jayne thanked Gov Peggy and the Board. She also thanked her 4 Vice-Chairs, Eileen
Jackson, Sandy Trossbach, Cindie Bartholomew and Christy Brouse. There were fewer clubs
that participated this year- 31 clubs with 49 awards totaling $78,300.00. She indicated to
continue to utilize the portal and website and to be sure that headquarters has the email addresses
of the President, Treasurer and Chairs. Gov Peggy thanked Jayne for her work on the LYD
Awards as she was working full time and had become ill.
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Laurel Society/Fundraising
Chair Barbara presented a concise PowerPoint on fundraising and the importance of funds
needed for the Dream Programs. Communication is especially important as it allows us to
share thought, concerns, problems, etc… We can overcome hardship by supporting our local
communities while crediting your Soroptimist Club when you do on-line shopping. Since 1994,
we have raised greater than $10M. Value our old and new Soroptimist friendships. View the
Soroptimist to learn and stay informed. Invest in Soroptimist Dreams. Inspire & share your love
of Soroptimist with new members. Dues & Donations are the foundation of our organization.
Global Dream Programs are possible through the contributions from clubs & members. She
explained that the dues pay for necessary functions, but do not provide any funding to our global
Dream Programs. Funding is from individual gifts, ie: monthly giving, your future planned gifts
and especially the Club Giving. She thanked the Laurel Society Members as we offer “Signature
Dream Programs” to girls in 21 countries and territories.
Inner Circle – 3
Envoy – 16
Ambassador – 5
Attache – 97
Diplomat – 7 Contributors – 76
The Stargazers donations allow the continuation of funding federation programs. Membership
in the Laurel Society is easily attainable by your donation, on your schedule. If you enroll in
monthly giving of $25 or $50 per month, you will receive your Stargazer pin.
Laurel legacy is when a Soroptimist member arranges for a future gift ie: a bequest, annuity or
any other planned gift. These gifts preserve the strength of our organization. We are thankful for
your commitment and truly appreciate your thoughtfulness.
Special thanks to clubs that gave 10% of all funds raised.
Central Jersey Coast, NJ
Pottstown, PA
Indian Rock, PA
Somerset County, PA
Centre County, PA
Snyder, Union & Northumberland Counties, PA
The NAR Club Giving Report, the “Dream Believers” that donated gifts were between $1K to
$2,499 were Cumberland County, NJ and Saratoga County, NY. The NAR club “Dreamers”
donate between $500 and $999. They include Fulton & Montgomery Counties, NY, Central
Jersey Coast, NJ, Hackettstown, NJ, Pottstown, PA, Butler County, PA and Somerset County,
PA.
In addition, she reminded us of Founders’ Pennies and the ease with which clubs could increase
giving by having a piggybank for members to use for their spare change at each meeting. As of
June 9, 2020, 33 clubs of the 43 NAR clubs contributed $5.94 per member. The NAR 2020 total
club giving was $7,413. These pennies amounted to $175,892!
Unsung Hero Awards
Governor Elect Diane presented the Unsung Hero Awards for Districts 1&2.
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An Unsung Hero is someone who sacrifices themselves for the good of the group, without
recognition. It is someone we can look up to and who is certainly worthy of recognition, but all
too often doesn’t get it. So tonight, we will recognize some of those members of our clubs that
we consider our “Unsung Heroes”.
District 1:
Dee Carroll – SI/Manhattan
Theresa Pagano – SI/The Oranges
Lauren Aquino – SI/Staten Island
District 2:
Jackie Reardon – SI/Burlington County
Mary Ann Marks – SI/Central Jersey Coast
Maria Rottkamp – SI/Cumberland County
Carol Biedeman – SI/Long Beach Island
Lisa Butler – SI/Rancocas Valley
G. Jane Drace – SI/Seaford
The Board also selects an Unsung Hero and this year’s will be announced on Saturday evening.
Governor’s Cup Recognition
Governor Peggy recognized the clubs that submitted outstanding applications for the
Governor’s Cup.
SI Central Jersey Coast
SI Fayette County
SI Fulton and Montgomery County
SI Indian Rock
SI Long Beach Island
SI Pottstown
SI Rancocas Valley
SI Saratoga
SI Staten Island
SI Snyder, Union & Northumberland Counties
This years’ Governor’s Cup Award will be announced on Saturday at the President’s
Cocktail Party. I will work out a time and place to present the cup.
Installation of the 2020-2022 North Atlantic Board.
Governor Peggy installed the 2020-2022 SIA North Atlantic Board, choosing Dream
Clouds as the theme for our new officers.
She began with our Secretaries (District I Secretary Donna Gigone, District IV
Secretary Lisa Malago, and District V Secretary Deidra Greene).
You have been given the Dream Cloud that represents cyber space since you will be
responsible for all the emails that will need to be sent to your presidents and members.
You have been elected secretary of your district. Your duties shall be to send out notices
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and carry on correspondence that is sent between the board and your clubs. You will be
responsible to attend all board meetings, your district meetings, region conferences and
to take accurate minutes when given the task to do so. You can be most helpful as a
board member by promptly handling correspondence, a secretary can greatly help the
board a great deal to build goodwill and understanding between the board and members.
Much of the Board’s image with its members, depends on you keeping the communication
open. Do you accept these responsibilities?
Each responded yes.
Next were the NAR District Directors (District I Director Cindy Rivera, District II Director
Joyce Schech, District III Director Kyra Rumble, District IV Director Debbie Reichenbach, and
District V Director Heidi McNamar).
You have been given the Dream Cloud that represents the wonders of travel.
You have been elected as directors of your district. You are important to the smooth
operation of your clubs and to the reporting of activities and events of your clubs. You
are given the task of reporting the growth in stature of your clubs to the board. To you is
given the responsibility of speaking on behalf of your clubs, their accomplishments,
their concerns and, most important, sharing complete information concerning all
Soroptimist matters that affect your clubs. To achieve your duties as a director it is
your responsibility to travel and visit each of your clubs within your district. You are
encouraged to keep yourself informed about the matters of your club and be available to
the members. You will be responsible to attend all board meetings, your district meetings,
region conferences and to keep yourselves well informed concerning all Soroptimist
matters on club, region, federation, and international levels. Do you accept these
responsibilities?
Each responded yes.
Next came the NAR co-secretaries, Alice Lubrecht and Joanne Moore.
You have been given the Dream Cloud that represents all the answers that you will
have in order to answer questions about the business of the board. You have been
elected secretary by the members. Your duties are to be present at all board meetings,
your district meetings, region conferences and to keep yourselves well informed
concerning all Soroptimist matters on club, region, federation, and international levels.
As region secretaries it will be your responsibility to correlate all information between
the officers on the board. Your task is to keep a good and careful record of all
proceedings. Because you will be keeping permanent records, you must be careful to
record all matters required under the rules of good parliamentary procedure. You shall
submit minutes of the business meetings and any recommendations from the Board.
You shall maintain a record of membership. Your duties shall be to send out notices and
carry on correspondence that is sent between SI, SIA, the board, and the clubs in the
region. Do you accept these responsibilities?
Each responded yes.
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Next were the NAR co-Treasurers, Karen Gehers and Tracy Scala.
You have been given the Dream Cloud that represents all the time you will be looking
for that “pot of gold” at the end of the rainbow. You have been elected treasurers of the
region. Your duties consist of receiving all funds for the region, depositing them,
preparing and signing all checks, making all remittances as required by the region
procedures and Federation Bylaws, and paying authorized bills in the manner provided
in the region bylaws. By the specified date of each year, your books shall be ready for
proper audit. You are responsible to maintain records of clubs in good standing, upon
receipt of payment of dues. Good records are very important. Keeping your board and
your membership informed is also a must. Your knowledge of region and federation
projects will be most helpful in maintaining accurate records. You have the task of
compiling monthly treasurer and banking reports for the board. You will be responsible
to attend all board meetings, your district meetings, region conferences and to keep
yourselves well informed concerning all Soroptimist matters on club, region, federation
and international levels. Remember, the time and talent represented by the dollars you
care for, and the personal involvement of members, are the most precious of assets. Do
you accept these responsibilities?
Each responded yes.
Next were the NAR co-administrators, Patti Hall-Yuengling and Elizabeth Peterson.
You have been given the Dream Cloud that represents the collaboration, compassion
and care you will bring to the board. You have been elected as co-administrators by the
members. You must be ever ready to step into the shoes of the Governor and carry
forward in her absence, if necessary. Additionally, you should promote and support the
Regions implementation of all Federation programs and objectives. Support of these will
have a great bearing on the success of the Region the next two years. Your knowledge of
region and federation projects will be most helpful in this respect. As an administrator
you are given the task of supporting and collaborating with the Governor in decisions, as
she is the spokesperson and leader of the region. You will be responsible to attend all
board meetings, your district meetings, region conferences and to keep yourselves well
informed concerning all Soroptimist matters on club, region, federation, and
international levels. You will want to put forth your best efforts for the ideals and goals of
Soroptimist. Do you accept these responsibilities?
Each responded yes.
Finally, Governor Peggy asked us to welcome our SIA North Atlantic Region Governor, Diane
Savidge.
You have been given the Dream Clouds that represent the umbrella of leadership,
the far reaches of your region, and the dedication and devotion you will bring to
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the North Atlantic Region. Governor Diane, you have been elected Governor of the
North Atlantic Region and your duties shall be those as implied by the title. You shall
preside at all meetings, carry out the policies of the Region and represent the Region in
all matters of the spirit and character of being a Soroptimist. As important as the club
bylaws are, and as meticulous as they are in setting forth your duties, they constitute only
a partial list. Worthy of note are the leadership qualities that you will need as
Governor—wisdom, patience and understanding. As the presiding officer, you must be
fair, tactful and just, and—above all—you will be gentle and kind. Common sense and
willingness will carry you far in the development of communication, understanding,
participation and a Soroptimist viewpoint. As Governor you have the support and respect
of your board and all region members, and in return your governorship will shine
through them. This means you will be alert to changing needs in the region and
knowledgeable about region, federation and international goals and objectives. Do you
accept these responsibilities?
Governor Diane responded yes.
Governor Peggy then asked each in attendance to do our very best to support, respect and
encourage this new board as they carry out the requirements of their respective offices. She
wished the very best to the new board as they continue the legacy of the North
Atlantic Region. I CONGRATULATE EACH OF YOU AND WISH YOU A MOST
SUCCESSFUL BIENNIUM.
Farewells
Our current board members who are leaving the NAR Board were able to say a few words. We
wish District 1 Director Martha. District 2 Director Phyllis and District 4 Secretary Marianne the
best and look forward to seeing each of them at NAR events in the future.
Recognition of Remembrance
Governor Peggy took a moment to remember the following members we have lost this past year.
Ceceila Kempler, SIA Indian Rock
Eleanor L. Clark, SIA Harrisburg
Rose Miller, SIA Pottstown
Anna Mushinski, SIA Rancocas
Iris Halter, SIA Cumberland County
Marjorie DeKany, SIA Passaic Valley
Josephine Katcher Sherpoiser, SIA New York City
Jane Golub, SIA Schenectady
Betty Darcy, SIA Staten Island
The Resolution of Remembrance and slideshow will be shown Saturday evening and it will be
posted on the NAR Facebook page and included on the website.
State of Region/Farewell
Governor Peggy provided her final State of the Region:
WOW! What a year we had as a region. We gained a new club and we have
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maintained our membership and many clubs have new members. Thank you to all the
clubs that either waived club dues, supplemented dues, or devised a payment plan to
help members remain members.
Because of your support, understanding and encouragement, we are putting together
the final details to add a new district, which will add 10 clubs to the North Atlantic
Region. We will see our new board increase by five members who will be led by
Governor Diane. Our Healthy Region Report has been accepted by Pat McCay, who
was assigned to our region from HQ’s and she is very pleased with our region.
Our biggest obstacle as a region has been communication the past few months during
quarantine. I am very proud to see so many clubs having virtual meetings. At this time
it is so important to keep communication open by staying in contact with all of our
members. None of us know for certain when we will go back to the original way of
meeting, so please consider having virtual communication options for members that
may not feel comfortable returning to in-person meetings. The club email viewing is
much better, but let us all encourage our club leaders to utilize email as a way to stay
informed. As said earlier, I am pleased with the number of clubs that have started a
Facebook page. 38 out of our 40 clubs do use Facebook, so please update it and share
all your virtual meetings with photos and post any virtual fundraisers.
We continue to support women and girls through the Live Your Dream awards, and we
did another outstanding job this year. Thank you to all the clubs that sent the monetary
awards to your recipients even if you had to cancel your event. I know this award
probably meant that much more under these circumstances than at any other time.
Let us continue to work on establishing Dream It Be It events, I know several new events
were planned, and had to be canceled, so please, once we return to socializing, please
resume with these events. These young girls need these programs more than ever.
As budgets are being prepared, let us continue to support Club Giving. Every dollar
counts.
In just a few days my term as your Governor will end. I have so many fond memories
from the past two years and I hope each of you know that I have always tried to keep
the best interest in mind for the North Atlantic Region. I think the fondest memories
will be all the events I was able to attend. The warmth and friendliness that I was
always welcomed to will always be remembered. I have made many more friends and I
do hope that we will always be a part of each other’s lives. I do not know how the next
chapter in Soroptimist will be written for me, but I have no doubt that it will be a new and
exciting journey. I thank each of you for having faith, respect and trust in me as your
Governor, the memories of the past two years will forever remain in my heart. This is
not a goodbye, but a farewell to say, “thanks for the memories”.
Thank you for “ZOOMING” in for our virtual conference. I wish you health and
happiness, and much love laughter in your lives. Good night.
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After many comments of congratulations and best wishes, the ZOOM meeting ended at 9:15 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Alice Lubrecht with help from District 1 Secretary Cindy and District IV Secretary Marianne

List of Attachments to the Minutes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Greetings for SIA President Tina Wei-Kang Pan
Greetings from SIA Executive Director Elizabeth M Lucas
Greetings from the Federation Board Visitor Pat McCay
Region Budget Report
2020-2021 Approved Budget

92nd Annual Spring Conference 2020-June-23 (Districts 1 & 2)

Page 12

